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I S T E P O U T S I D E A N D F E E L T H E C O O L B R E E Z E 

A N D I M A K E S U R E T O N O T I C E A L L T H E L E A V E S , 

L E A V E S T H A T A R E H A N G I N G W I L L E V E N T U A L L Y C O M E 
D O W N 

L E A V E S T H A T W I L L T U R N F R O M G R E E N T O B R O W N . 

A S I ' M S T A N D I N G H E R E O N A C H I L L Y A U T U M N D A Y 

I T U G O N M Y S C A R F T H A T K E E P S M E W A R M 

E V E N T U A L L Y , I B E G I N T O B R A I N S T O R M , 

I L O O K A T T H E W A Y T H E T R E E S A L L S W A Y 

I T A K E A S I P O F M Y C O F F E E , T A K I N G I N A 
D E E P B R E A T H 

A S I B R E A T H E I N T H E C R I S P A I R 

I R E A L I Z E N O T H I N G C A N C O M P A R E 

B U T B E F O R E W E K N O W I T , W I N T E R W I L L B E H E R E 

A N D I K N O W F O R M E I T W I L L B R I N G M U C H D R E A R , 

B U T F O R N O W , W E S H O U L D A L L E N J O Y F A L L 

I K N O W T H I S Y E A R I T W I L L P L E A S E U S A L L . 

“ I T ’ S J U S T M Y F A V O R I T E T I M E O F T H E Y E A R . 
T H E W H O L E W O R L D C H A N G E S C O L O R . ” 

- L O R E L A I G I L M O R E 

C A R I N G C O F F E E 
B Y T E A G A N O ’ K E E F E 
E V E R Y F R I D A Y , D U R I N G T H E 1 S T A N D 2 N D 
H O U R S , O U R L I N K S C L A S S S T E P S I N T O T H E 
C L A S S R O O M A N D T R A N S F O R M S I N T O A 
B A R I S T A T E A M . E A C H S T U D E N T P L U S A 
L I N K I S A S S I G N E D A J O B . T H A T J O B I S 
E I T H E R T O P U M P S Y R U P , B R E W C O F F E E , 
O R S E A L T H E C U P W I T H A L I D . W E M A K E A 
C O F F E E F O R A N Y T E A C H E R / S T A F F M E M B E R 
W H O O R D E R S A C O F F E E . T H I S A C T I V I T Y 
S H O W S I N C L U S I O N W I T H O U R L I N K S 
P R O G R A M I N T H E S C H O O L , B U T A L S O 
G I V E S T H E S T U D E N T S A N D L I N K S A F U N 
T A S K T O D O O N F R I D A Y S . U S U A L L Y , T H E 
L I N K S W O U L D H E L P T H E S T U D E N T S W I T H 
M O R N I N G W O R K A N D G E T T I N G T H E M S E L V E S 
R E A D Y F O R T H E D A Y , B U T O N F R I D A Y S , W E 
M A K E A H O T , D E L I C I O U S D R I N K W I T H A 
C A R I N G H A N D A N D A L O V E L Y M I N D S E T . 
M A K I N G T H E L I N K S L A T T E S G I V E S N O T 
O N L Y O U R S T U D E N T S A W A Y T O H A V E F U N 
A N D D O S O M E T H I N G D I F F E R E N T , B U T A L S O 
H E L P S G I V E T H E L I N K S A W A Y T O I N T E R A C T 
W I T H N E W S T U D E N T S T H E Y W O U L D N ' T 
U S U A L L Y W O R K W I T H . E V E R Y F R I D A Y , T H E 
S T A F F M E M B E R S L O O K F O R W A R D T O 
H E A R I N G A K N O C K O N T H E I R D O O R A N D A 
W A R M S M I L E F R O M T H E S T U D E N T 
D E L I V E R I N G T H E C O F F E E . L I N K S L A T T E S 
H E L P O U R L I N K S P R O G R A M S H O W 
I N C L U S I O N W I T H T H E S C H O O L A N D G I V E 
T H E T E A C H E R S A S W E E T , E X C I T I N G W A Y T O 
S T A R T T H E I R D A Y . 

S T U D E N T S A N D M R . V Y D A R E N Y 
S H O W I N G T H E I R B U L L D O G P R I D E 



B B Y A M E L I A F I F E L S K I 

In a game of The Byron Center Bulldogs vs The Hudsonville 
Eagles, Byron Center 8th Grade Black crushed the Eagles with 
an ending score of 21-10, but all the sets had a huge point 
difference with Byron Center in the lead. The Eagles quickly 
used up all of their timeouts in the first set. Their coach seemed 
pretty nervous about how the game was going. I can see why. 
The Bulldogs had a lead of at least three points for almost the 
whole game. A player on Byron Center's team, Sammy 
McClellan, made 14 good serves in a row before the Eagles 
could get a strong pass back. In an interview with Alyssa 
Sakomba, she said, ¨Don’t give up even if you make a mistake, 
because everyone makes mistakes.̈  So if you feel like quitting 
your sport just because you make a mistake, just think about 
how everyone makes them, even players. So even though the other 
team lost, that does not mean they should stop playing. Even if 
your team loses, that does not mean you are bad at the sport. So, 
make sure to keep going, even when it gets hard. 
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What's so good about color guard, and why should 
you join? 
by Hartleigh Peterson 

Color guard is usually made fun of and not seen for its full 
potential, but in reality, color guard is one of the best ways to 
make friends, learn to be more social, and challenge yourself. 
Color guard is an activity that takes up two days out of the 
week for practice, with Tuesday practices going from 6-9 with 
the full band. Then Thursdays or Mondays are just the color 
guard, which also goes from 6-9pm. 
If you are afraid of the commitment you will have to take 
while taking on the challenge of color guard, Kayelyn 
Schneider, somebody who is currently in color guard, has told 
me that, sure, it might take up a lot of time, but it comes with 
an amazing experience too. So even if you are afraid of it, 
don’t be because everybody will make you feel included. Some 
people who will make sure you are Kayelyn Schneider, Norah 
Bolman, and Adeline Pruitt, who are the current 8th graders 
taking on that challenge. 

8 G R A D E O R A N G E V O L L E Y B A L L T E A M T H 

B O O K R E V I E W 
B Y D E E K S H A R A M E S H 

I F Y O U ’ R E L O O K I N G F O R T H E 
U L T I M A T E S U M M E R B O O K T O 
E S C A P E T H E C O L D E R W E A T H E R , 
T H E S U M M E R I T U R N E D 
P R E T T Y , W R I T T E N B Y J E N N Y 
H A N , I S A N A M A Z I N G B O O K . I T ’ S 
A B E A C H Y B O O K F I L L E D W I T H 
F A M I L Y D R A M A . T H E S T O R Y I S 
A B O U T B E L L Y , W H O S P E N D S A L L 
O F H E R S U M M E R S A T C O U S I N S 
B E A C H W I T H T H E S A M E P E O P L E , 
B U T T H I S Y E A R F E E L S 
D I F F E R E N T . W I T H B O T H C O N R A D 
A N D J E R E M I A H C A T C H I N G H E R 
A T T E N T I O N , S H E H A S T O D E A L 
W I T H F R I E N D S H I P , L O V E , A N D 
G R O W I N G U P . 

C R O S S C O U N T R Y R U N N E R S A T T H E 
F I N I S H L I N E 



E X C L U S I V E E X C L U S I V E

The Word at West 
T H E S T O R Y O F H A L L O W E E N 

B Y Q U I N N G A L L O G L Y 

S I N C E H A L L O W E E N I S I N G R A I N E D I N O U R C U L T U R E , 
M O S T M A Y N O T K N O W I T S O R I G I N S . H A L L O W E E N I S 
O R I G I N A L L Y A C E L T I C H O L I D A Y C A L L E D S A M H A I N 
F E S T I V A L , W H I C H T O O K P L A C E O N N O V E M B E R 1 S T 
A N D E N D E D A T M I D N I G H T O N N O V E M B E R 2 N D . A R O U N D 
T H I S T I M E , T H E H O L Y R O M A N E M P I R E , W A N T I N G T O 
M A K E C H R I S T I A N I T Y T H E M A I N R E L I G I O N O F T H E 
W O R L D , C A M E T O I R E L A N D A N D N A M E D S A M H A I N A L L 
S A I N T S ' D A Y , B U T L A T E R C H A N G E D I T T O A L L H A L L S 
O ’ S D A Y , C A L L I N G T H E D A Y B E F O R E , O C T O B E R 3 1 S T , 
A L L H A L L S O ’ S E V E . D U R I N G T H E G R E A T P O T A T O 
F A M I N E O F 1 8 4 5 , M A N Y I R I S H P E O P L E M O V E D T O T H E 
U . S . A N D O T H E R C O U N T R I E S , T A K I N G T H E I R 
T R A D I T I O N S W I T H T H E M . A M E R I C A N S T H O U G H T I T 
W A S T H E D A Y B E F O R E , S O T H E Y S T A R T E D D O I N G I T 
T H E N . H A L L O W E E N H A S N ’ T C H A N G E D M U C H S I N C E 
T H E N , E X C E P T F O R T H E F A C T T H A T N O W W E C R A V E 
P U M P K I N S I N S T E A D O F S Q U A S H . T O F I X T H I S , T H E 
C E L T I C S M A D E T H E S T O R Y O F J A C K T H E S T I N G Y . T H E 
S T O R Y G O E S L I K E T H I S : J A C K W A S I N A P U B W H E N 
T H E D E V I L W A L K E D I N . T H E Y C H A T T E D F O R A B I T , B U T 
W H E N I T W A S T I M E T O P A Y , J A C K A S K E D T H E D E V I L 
T O T U R N I N T O A C O I N T O P A Y T H E B A R T E N D E R , A N D 
H E D I D S O , B U T J A C K P U T H I M I N H I S P O C K E T W I T H A 
C R O S S , N O T L E T T I N G H I M E S C A P E . W H E N J A C K D I E D , 
N E I T H E R    G O D N O R T H E D E V I L W A N T E D H I M , S O H E 
W A S F O R C E D T O W A L K T H E L A N D W I T H A P U M P K I N 
A N D A L A N T E R N , H E N C E T H E N A M E J A C K O ’ L A N T E R N . 
C O S T U M E S W E R E A L W A Y S A H U G E P A R T O F 
H A L L O W E E N , E V E N B A C K I N T H E B E G I N N I N G , B U T 
W H A T Y O U M A Y N O T K N O W I S T H A T I T W A S T O W A R D 
O F F E V I L S P I R I T S L I K E T H E T U A T H A D É D A N A N N . 
T H E Y W O U L D H A V E B O N F I R E S A N D E A T T R E A T S A N D 
C A K E S ( N O T L I K E A B I R T H D A Y C A K E ) . N O W A D A Y S , T H E 
C O S T U M E S W E H A V E A R E B A S E D O N F I C T I O N A L 
C H A R A C T E R S , A N D W E G E T C A N D Y I N S T E A D O F C A K E S . 
( C R E D I T S : 
H T T P S : / / B L O G S . L O C . G O V / H E A D L I N E S A N D H E R O E S / 2 0 2 
1 / 1 0 / T H E - O R I G I N S - O F - H A L L O W E E N - T R A D I T I O N & 
H T T P S : / / W W W . S A I N T S A N D S C H O L A R S . C O M / B L O G / S T I N 
G Y J A C K ) 

1 5 H A L L O W E E N J O K E S 

B Y A N D R E W N I E L S E N , I N S P I R E D B Y A N D B O R R O W E D 
F R O M K A I T H A N S O N O N T O D A Y . C O M 

1 . W H Y D I D T H E G H O S T Q U I T H I S J O B ? 
T H E Y K E P T M A K I N G H I M W O R K T H E G R A V E Y A R D S H I F T . 
2 . W H A T D O Y O U C A L L A M O N S T E R W H O L I K E S T O 
D A N C E ? A B O O G I E M A N 
3 . W H Y D I D T H E S K E L E T O N Q U I T H I S J O B ? 
H I S H E A R T W A S N ' T I N I T . 
4 . W H Y D I D T H E S K E L E T O N G O T O T H E B U T C H E R ? 
H E W A S L O O K I N G F O R S P A R E R I B S . 
5 . W H Y D O N ’ T M U M M I E S G O S S I P ? 
T H E Y D O N ’ T W A N T T O G E T A B A D W R A P . 
6 . W H Y A R E M U M M I E S A L W A Y S S T R E S S E D O U T ? 
T H E Y C A N ' T U N W I N D . 
7 . W H Y D O N ' T V A M P I R E S P L A Y B A S E B A L L ? 
T H E I R B A T S K E E P F L Y I N G A W A Y . 
8 . W H Y D I D T H E I N V I S I B L E M A N Q U I T H I S J O B ? 
H E C O U L D N ' T S E E H I M S E L F D O I N G I T . 
9 . W H A T ’ S T H E B E S T W A Y T O S P E A K T O A G I A N T 
M U M M Y ? U S E B I G W O R D S . 
1 0 . W H A T ’ S A B L A C K C A T ’ S F A V O R I T E S O N G ? 
“ T H R E E B L I N D M I C E . ” 
1 1 . W H Y D I D N ’ T T H E S C A R E C R O W E A T D I N N E R ? 
H E W A S A L R E A D Y S T U F F E D . 
1 2 . W H O W O N T H E S K E L E T O N 5 K ? N O B O D Y . 
1 3 . W H Y D I D T H E W E R E W O L F E A T A B A G O F C O I N S ? 
H E T H O U G H T T H E C H A N G E W O U L D D O H I M G O O D . 
1 4 . W H Y D O N ' T S K E L E T O N S S K Y D I V E ? 
T H E Y D O N ' T H A V E T H E G U T S . 
1 5 . D I D Y O U H E A R A B O U T T H E I N V I S I B L E M A N W H O 
W E N T T O T H E D O C T O R ? H E ’ S S T I L L W A I T I N G T O B E 
S E E N . 

S P O O K Y M A T H Q U E S T I O N S 
B Y B R O O K L Y N C R A M E R 

1 ]    7 × 6 6 ( 7 4 - 3 9 - 5 ) × ( 7 × 6 ÷ 8 -
9 6 + 9 ) X 2 

2 ] 9 × 9 × 9 × 6 × 3 × 8 × 2 × 7 × 9 × 
9 × 6 ÷ 2 

3 ] 7 % × ( 5 ^ 6 - 9 ÷ 2 + 9 ) ÷ 1 × 3 

4 ] 5 5 5 5 5 × 3 × 2 × 9 9 ÷ 1 0 0 

5 ] 5 5 8 1 ÷ 4 ÷ 8 4 5 3 6 6 + 5 5 0 2 6 2 5 4 2 ÷ 
5 1 4 4 2 - 3 4 4 4 ÷ 6 

1]-22667310   2]357128352   3]3282.195 
4]329996.7 5] 10123.10175 

M A T H A N S W E R S 

T E A C H E R I N T E R V I E W S 
B Y M A A N V I K A H E B B U R & D E E K S H A R A M E S H 

M R S T R O M P 
F A V O R I T E 
C O L O R : P U R P L E 
F O O D : B L A C K O L I V E S 
C A N D Y : N E R D S C L U S T E R S
Y E A R : 2 0 2 5 
H O L I D A Y : F O U R T H O F J U L Y 
S T U F F 
P E T S ? Y E S , D O G N A M E D F I T Z 
H O B B I E S ? L I K E S T O R U N A N D G A R D E N 
F A M I L Y :    H U S B A N D , J O R D A N , 2 K I D S
Y E A R S Y O U ’ V E T A U G H T ? 1 6 
W H A T D I D Y O U D O O V E R T H E S U M M E R ? W E N T 
C A M P I N G A N D B O U G H T A T R A I L E R 

M R . V A N D E R P O L 
F A V O R I T E 
C O L O R :    B L U E 
F O O D : E V E R Y T H I N G 
C A N D Y : M I L K Y W A Y 
Y E A R : 2 0 2 5 
H O L I D A Y : C H R I S T M A S 
S T U F F 
P E T S ? Y E S , O N E C A T A N D O N E D O G   
H O B B I E S ? S P O R T S    A N D R E A D I N G 
F A M I L Y : M A R R I E D T W O D A U G H T E R S A N D O N E S O N 
Y E A R S Y O U ’ V E T A U G H T ? 2 1 

7 T H G R A D E O R C H E S T R A 



E X C L U S I V E
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S T U D E N T S & T E A C H E R S P R E P A R I N G 
F O R T H E B O A T R A C E 

S T U D E N T S D R E S S E D U P F O R S P I R I T D A Y 

T E A C H E R Q U E S T I O N N A I R E 
B Y M A X W E L L N I E L S E N 

I T ' S T H E H O L I D A Y S E A S O N . T H E H O L I D A Y O F 
H A L L O W E E N , O F C O U R S E ! A N D , T O C E L E B R A T E 
T H I S A M A Z I N G H O L I D A Y , I H A V E C O M P I L E D A L I S T 
O F Q U E S T I O N S T H A T W E R E S E N T O U T T O 
T E A C H E R S . A L S O I N T H I S S P I R I T , S O M E 
R E S P O N D E D ! 

Y O U S E E A H O U S E W I T H A C A N D Y B U C K E T O N T H E 
P O R C H . W H A T D O Y O U D O ?              
T A K E O N E P I E C E L I K E I T A S K S ( 9 3 . 3 % ) 
T A K E T H E W H O L E B U C K E T ( 0 % ) 
S K I P T H E H O U S E - L O O K S L I K E B A D 
C A N D Y ( 0 % ) 
T A K E T W O B E C A U S E Y O U A R E H U N G R Y ( 7 . 7 % ) 

T H E F I R S T Q U E S T I O N W A S R A T H E R S U R P R I S I N G , I N 
M Y O P I N I O N . N O O N E W O U L D H A V E T A K E N T H E 
W H O L E B U C K E T ? I U N D E R S T A N D T H A T T H A T I S A 
B A D T H I N G A N D N O O N E S H O U L D D O I T , B U T S T I L L ! 
I A M V E R Y S U R P R I S E D A T H O W N I C E Y O U A L L W E R E 
T O T H I S P E R S O N . Y O U W I N A G O L D S T A R ! 

A H O U S E I S H A N D I N G O U T K I N G - S I Z E D C A N D Y . 
W H A T D O Y O U D O ?                                      
G O T O T H E H O U S E O N C E ( 8 4 . 6 % ) 
D O N ’ T G O T O I T ( 0 % ) 
G O T O I T M U L T I P L E T I M E S ( 1 5 . 4 % ) 
R U S H T H E H O U S E A N D T A K E I T A L L ( 0 % ) 
                                                   
W O W , A N O T H E R W A V E O F N I C E P E O P L E ! G O O D J O B 
T O Y O U F O R N O T R U N N I N G T H A T H O U S E D R Y . 
( E V E N T H O U G H Y O U C O U L D H A V E H A D S O M U C H 
K I N G - S I Z E D C A N D Y ! ) A N D T O T H E 1 6 . 7 P E R C E N T O F 
P E O P L E W H O C H O S E T O G O T O I T M U L T I P L E T I M E S : 
I R E S P E C T T H A T . 

A P E R S O N I S H A N D I N G O U T V E G G I E S O N 
H A L L O W E E N . W H A T D O Y O U D O ?                               
W A L K A W A Y F R O M T H E H O U S E    ( 4 1 . 7 % ) 
G E T V E G G I E S F R O M T H E H O U S E ( 3 8 . 5 % ) 
E G G T H E H O U S E ! ( 0 % ) 
T E L L T H E P E R S O N T O N O T H A N D O U T V E G G I E S 
( 1 5 . 4 % ) 

I F I E V E R C A M E A C R O S S A P E R S O N L I K E T H I S , I 
W O U L D W A L K A W A Y I N D I S A P P O I N T M E N T . A N D 
4 1 . 7 % O F Y O U A G R E E . A N D T H E S M A L L P O R T I O N O F 
Y O U W H O A R E W I L L I N G T O C O N F R O N T T H I S 
P E R S O N , B R A V O ! Y O U A R E K E E P I N G C R I M E D O W N 
A R O U N D T O W N . A N D Y O U I N T H E R E D … W E L L … 
L E T ' S J U S T S A Y I R E A L L Y D O N ' T L I K E V E G G I E S . 
A L R I G H T , L E T ' S M O V E O N . 

W H A T I S T H E B E S T G U M M Y C A N D Y ? 
N O W H E R E ' S A N A R G U A B L E T O P I C : B E S T G U M M Y 
C A N D Y ! M O S T O F Y O U C H O S E N E R D S , G U M M Y 
C L U S T E R S ( I W O U L D T O O ) , A N D C O M I N G I N A 
C L O S E S E C O N D W A S G U M M Y B E A R S / W O R M S / E T C . A 
S M A L L P E R C E N T O F Y O U P I C K E D T W I Z Z L E R S , 
S K I T T L E S , A N D S O U R P A T C H K I D S . B U T N O 
L I F E S A V E R S ! ? ! T H E Y ' R E G O O D T O O ! 

W H A T I S T H E B E S T C H O C O L A T E C A N D Y ? 
A N D A N O T H E R A R G U A B L E T O P I C : B E S T C H O C O L A T E 
C A N D Y ! V O T E S F O R T H E B E S T C H O C O L A T E W E R E 
D O M I N A T E D B Y R E E S E S . C O M I N G I N S E C O N D A R E 
T W I X , M O U N D S , H E R S H E Y ' S , A N D A C H O C O L A T E I 
H A V E N E V E R H E A R D O F C A L L E D T O N Y ' S 
C H O C O L O N E L Y , W H I C H S O U N D S R E A L L Y , R E A L L Y 
G O O D . 

W H A T A R E S O M E C O O L C O S T U M E I D E A S ? 
A N D F I N A L L Y , S O M E C O S T U M E I D E A S S U G G E S T E D 
B Y T E A C H E R S ! T H E R E A R E A L O T O F T H E M , S O I A M 
G O I N G T O I N C L U D E 6 O R 7 O F T H E M : 

E N G L I S H T E A C H E R S W E A R I N G P O L I C E C O S T U M E S 
A N D A R E T H E G R A M M A R P O L I C E 

“ C A N I U S E T H E B A T H R O O M ? M A Y I U S E T H E 
B A T H R O O M ? Y O U H A V E T H E R I G H T … ” 

A B U R G E R A N D F R I E S 
M A N , W E F O R G O T T O E A T D I N N E R ! W A I T … W H Y A R E 
Y O U L O O K I N G A T M E ? 

J A R E D G O F F 
B L U E 4 2 , B L U E 4 2 , H U T H U T H I K E ! 

S L I N K Y F R O M T O Y S T O R Y 
S P R O I I N G S P R O I I N G … 

A S A N D W I C H 
H O P E Y O U A R E H U N G R Y ! B U T N O T F O R A 
S A N D W I C H , R I G H T ? 

I N F L A T A B L E D I N O S A U R 
R O A A A A A A A R ! 

B Y D E R E K C O T E ’ 

A R T & S T E M 
G I L M O R E C A R M U S E U M F I E L D T R I P 

7 T H G R A D E F O O T B A L L T E A M 

7 T H A N D 8 T H G R A D E C H E E R T E A M 



The Word at West 

B Y D E R E K C O T E ’ 

B Y D E R E K C O T E ’ 

N E W S P A P E R   S T A F F 
D E R E K C O T E ’ 

B R O O K L Y N C R A M E R 
A M E L I A F I F E L S K I 

M A A N V I K A H E B B U R 
Q U I N N G A L L O G L Y 
B O B B Y N I E L S E N 
D R E W N I E L S E N 
M A X N I E L S E N 

T E A G A N O ’ K E E F E 
H A R T L E I G H P E T E R S O N 

M E L I S S A P O R T O 
D E E K S H A R A M E S H 

A D V I S O R : M R S . A B R A H A M 

T E N O R A N D B A S S C H O I R 




